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Pledge excellence! 

A prize for another 100 years  

Switzerland excels in cutting-edge research and innovation. A prestigious Swiss Science Prize is an 

effective way of bringing these achievements to the attention of a wider audience. The general 

public has to be kept informed of the results of the groundbreaking research which they help to 

support. 

For the academic community, such an award is both an honor and a privilege, and can help to 

secure additional national and international backing for their future research projects. As well as 

constituting a public acknowledgement of the researcher’s accomplishments, the Swiss Science 

Prize Marcel Benoist is also one of the highest forms of professional legitimation. It offers the 

winner further proof that the path she/he has chosen is the right one. 

To underline the importance as well as raise the profile of the award, the Marcel Benoist 

Foundation has set itself the mission of broadening the financial and organizational base of the 

Swiss Science Prize and stepping up public relations and communication efforts. The prize should 

play an important role in consolidating Switzerland’s status as a center of excellence for research. 

 

...a prize for the “most useful discovery or study in the sciences that is of particular relevance to 

human life.” (Marcel Benoist, 1914)  

In accordance with the wishes expressed by Marcel Benoist in his will, an annual prize has been 

awarded to a researcher in recognition of her/his outstanding work. The principal selection 

criterion is scientific excellence. To date, a total of 10 winners of the Swiss Science Prize Marcel 

Benoist have gone on to receive a Nobel Prize. A list of all previous winners and an overview of 

their research can be found on the Marcel Benoist Foundation website: www.marcel-benoist.ch. 

To be worthy of the Swiss Science Prize Marcel Benoist, the research must be original, innovative 

and have an impact on science, particularly those disciplines concerned with human life and its 

many different dimensions. 

The Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF) will be in charge of the selection process as of 2018. 

Continuous screening of Swiss-based researchers and their work will ensure a high-calibre shortlist. 

From now on, the annual Swiss Science Prize Marcel Benoist will rotate between human and social 

sciences, mathematics, natural sciences and engineering, and biology and medicine.  
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The vision: a “Swiss Science Day” 

Thanks to the donors, who sit on the Patronage Committee, the project already reached its first 

milestone in 2017: prize money has been increased to a more fitting CHF 250,000, and an official 

award ceremony will take place in Bern. 

Efforts will now concentrate on the full-scale implementation of the Marcel Benoist Foundation’s 

vision, namely the organization and hosting of a “Swiss Science Day” in 2020 to mark its 

centenary. As well as being a celebratory event and a showcase of Switzerland’s excellence in the 

field of research, the ‘Swiss Science Day’ will serve as a yearly platform for early-career scientists. 

The event will be targeted at the entire research community and all interested parties from the 

worlds of business, politics and society. 

 

For one day, public attention will focus squarely on Switzerland’s accomplishments in science. In 

the morning, early-career researchers from all disciplines and from universities across Switzerland 

as well as the ETHZ and EPFL will have an opportunity to give a short and convincing presentation 

of their work. ‘Research for Tomorrow’ is designed to be a visually-thrilling and thought-provoking 

exploration of the wide range of research taking place in Switzerland today, and the burning issues 

it addresses.  

In the afternoon, the Swiss Science Prize will take centre stage. A ‘Scientific Symposium’ will be 

held in honour of the prizewinner. It will include a presentation of her/his research and a discussion 

of its impact on society. It will be followed by the award ceremony proper, consisting of an official 

address, eulogy and the presentation of the prize to the winner. In the evening, selected guests, 

comprising donors and figures from the research community, the business world, politics and 

society, will attend a formal dinner, during which the winner will talk about her/his career 

trajectory and what drives her/his work.  
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Become a donor: “A prize for another 100 years” 

The Foundation is truly delighted to be able to count on the invaluable commitment and support 

of the Patronage Committee. Thanks to their donations, the Marcel Benoist Foundation has been 

able to begin work on turning its new vision into reality. 

However, we need your help to see this ambitious project successfully through to the end. Join us 

in assuring the future of the Swiss Science Prize Marcel Benoist by pledging excellence! Your 

donation will help bolster the reputation of Swiss scientific output and increase national and 

international awareness. 

For more detailed information on the Swiss Science Prize Marcel Benoist, the ‘Swiss Science Day’ 

project, or any queries you may have on how you can support the Swiss Science Prize Marcel 

Benoist, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

We look forward to hearing from you! 
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